The USC/Bedrosian Center
California Public Officials Survey (CALPos)
The Survey Research Center at the University of Georgia is assisting Dr. Anthony Bertelli, Fellow of the Judith and John Bedrosian Center on Governance and the Public Enterprise at the University of Southern California, in conducting a research study of local elected officials in California communities. You have been selected to participate in the study.  Your participation is very important!  It is anticipated that the survey will take no more than 20 minutes of your time to complete. The purpose of the study is to learn how local elected officials in California feel about policy issues facing all Californians and about issues facing the communities you serve.
Your participation in this survey is completely voluntary.  You can refuse to participate or stop taking part at any time without giving any reason, and without any consequence.  All information that you provide will be kept strictly confidential, and you may chose not to answer any questions you do not want to answer.  No risk or discomfort is anticipated from participation in the study and you will receive no individual benefits from participating in the research. All records from this study will be kept in a password-protected computer to which only the researcher has access. No identifying information will be released that connects you personally to the response you give. 

If you have any questions, do not hesitate to ask now or at a later date.  You may contact James Bason, Ph.D., director of the Survey Research Center at 706-542-9082, or jbason@uga.edu or Anthony Bertelli, investigator at bcsurvey@sppd.usc.edu with any questions. 

Thank you for the invaluable help that you are providing by participating in this research study. 

Sincerely,


James J. Bason, Ph.D.

Director and Associate Research Scientist 

Survey Research Center

University of Georgia

Athens, GA 30602

Phone: (706) 542-9082

E-mail: jbason@uga.edu
First we would like to ask you some questions about issues facing your city/county.
Q1 – What is the most important issue facing your city/county?

1. Jobs and the economy

2. State budget, deficit, and taxes

3. Education and schools

4. Illegal immigration

5. Health care or health costs

6. Crime

7. Transportation

8. Housing

Q2 – What is another important issue facing your city/county?

1. Jobs and the economy

2. State budget, deficit, and taxes

3. Education and schools

4. Illegal immigration

5. Health care or health costs

6. Crime

7. Transportation

8. Housing

9. Other [SPECIFY __________]

Q3 – Thinking about the services your organization provides to the citizens of your city/county, over the last year what total percentage of services would you estimate your organization has chosen to contract out with a non-profit organization? 

[PLEASE ENTER ‘0’ IF YOUR CITY-COUNTY DOES NOT CONTRACT WITH NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS]
______ %

Q4 – Thinking about the services your organization provides to the citizens of your city/county, over the last year what total percentage of services would you estimate your organization has chosen to contract out with private for-profit firms? 

[PLEASE ENTER ‘0’ IF YOUR CITY-COUNTY DOES NOT CONTRACT WITH PRIVATE FOR-PROFIT FIRMS]

______ %

Q5 – Has your city/county made service reductions in any of the following areas over the past 12 months?

[PLEASE CHOOSE ALL THAT APPLY]

1. Education

2. Libraries

3. Public welfare

4. Hospitals and health

5. Police protection

6. Corrections

7. Fire Protection

8. Housing and Community Development 

9. Transportation

10. Parks and recreation

11. Public works and utilities

12. Arts and culture

13. Other [PLEASE SPECIFY ________________]

14. No service reductions have been made

Q6 - If it became necessary to reduce the provision of public services in your city/county in the next 12 months, in which single area would you most support service reductions?

[PLEASE SELECT ONE]

1. Education

2. Libraries

3. Public welfare

4. Hospitals and health

5. Police protection

6. Corrections

7. Fire Protection

8. Housing and Community Development 

9. Transportation

10. Parks and recreation

11. Public works and utilities

12. Arts and culture

We are also interested in your views about public support for cultural organizations. Please state whether you agree or disagree with the following statements.


Strongly
Agree
Neither Agree
Disagree
Strongly


Agree

Nor Disagree

Disagree

Q7 – At present, the benefits of government financial support for arts and cultural organizations outweigh their costs.

Q8 – The federal government should provide financial assistance to arts and cultural organizations in need.

Q9 – The State of California should provide financial assistance to arts and cultural organizations in need.

Q10 - City/County governments in California should provide financial assistance to arts 
and cultural organizations in need.

Q11 - Next we are interested in your views on budgetary decisions made by local public officials. Each of the following questions describes a local public official who is facing a problem and a possible means for addressing that problem. Please indicate whether you the public official in each scenario should support or oppose the means for addressing the problem described in each situation.
X is an elected official in a city in California. The city has recently received notice that revenue from all sources has fallen by 3%. X is a Democrat facing re-election in a competitive race. As a cost-saving measure, X is considering a proposal to consolidate an important municipal service with a neighboring city or county. A group of citizens protested this proposal at the last city council meeting. Should X support or oppose this proposal?

1. Should strongly oppose the proposal
2. Should oppose the proposal

3. Should neither support nor oppose the proposal

4. Should support the proposal

5. Should strongly support the proposal

X is an elected official in a city in California. The city has recently received notice that revenue from all sources has fallen by 3%. X is a Democrat facing re-election in a competitive race. As a cost-saving measure, X is considering a proposal to consolidate an important municipal service with a neighboring city or county. A group of citizens protested this proposal at the last city council meeting. Should X support or oppose this proposal?

1. Should strongly oppose the proposal

2. Should oppose the proposal

3. Should neither support nor oppose the proposal

4. Should support the proposal

5. Should strongly support the proposal

X is an elected official in a city in California. The city has recently received notice that revenue from all sources has fallen by 3%. X is a Democrat facing re-election in a competitive race. As a cost-saving measure, X is considering a proposal to consolidate an important municipal service with a neighboring city or county. A group of citizens protested this proposal at the last city council meeting. Should X support or oppose this proposal?

1. Should strongly oppose the proposal

2. Should oppose the proposal

3. Should neither support nor oppose the proposal

4. Should support the proposal

5. Should strongly support the proposal

X is an elected official in a city in California. The city has recently received notice that revenue from all sources has fallen by 3%. X is a Democrat facing re-election in a competitive race. As a cost-saving measure, X is considering a proposal to consolidate an important municipal service with a neighboring city or county. A group of citizens protested this proposal at the last city council meeting. Should X support or oppose this proposal?

1. Should strongly oppose the proposal

2. Should oppose the proposal

3. Should neither support nor oppose the proposal

4. Should support the proposal

5. Should strongly support the proposal

X is an elected official in a city in California. The city has recently received notice that revenue from all sources has fallen by 3%. X is a Democrat facing re-election in a competitive race. As a cost-saving measure, X is considering a proposal to consolidate an important municipal service with a neighboring city or county. A group of citizens protested this proposal at the last city council meeting. Should X support or oppose this proposal?

1. Should strongly oppose the proposal

2. Should oppose the proposal

3. Should neither support nor oppose the proposal

4. Should support the proposal

5. Should strongly support the proposal

We are interested in your thoughts on several recent policy proposals in California. Please indicate whether you support or oppose each proposal described below.


Support
Oppose

Q12 – Banning offshore drilling for natural gas

Q13 – Prohibiting smoking at state parks and beaches

Q14 – Requiring smog checks for all motorcycles of model year 2000 or later

Q15 – Making it illegal to obtain any decongestants (such as Sudafed) containing ephedrine or specified related drugs without a prescription

Q16 – Providing specific criteria for review and re-sentencing of youth sentences to life in prison without parole

Q17 – Guaranteeing that all same-sex unions have the same rights under state and national law, but only allowing unions established before November 5, 2008 to be called “marriages”

Q18 – Requiring all health insurers to provide prenatal health care coverage for pregnant women

Q19 – Defining marriage as a union between one man and one woman

Now we would like to know more about how you feel about the rewards and compensation offered to public servants.

Q21 – When thinking about whether to stay in your current position as an elected official or leave for another opportunity, which of the following factors is MOST important in your decision?

1. Opportunity to make a difference
2. Opportunity to make better use of your skills and abilities

3. Career advancement

4. Career stability

5. Monetary Compensation
6. Recognition of performance\

7. Opportunity to change to a different type of work

8. Policy disagreement

9. Lack of influence over policy

Q22 – Given the work that you do, how would you describe the compensation that you receive as an elected official?

1. Very good

2. Good

3. Fair

4. Poor

5. Very Poor

Q23 – In California, a recent proposal has been made to establish a statewide salary scale for local elected officials. Do you agree or disagree?

1. Strongly Agree

2. Agree

3. Neither agree nor disagree

4. Disagree

5. Strongly disagree

Q24 – In California, a recent proposal has been made to establish stricter public disclosure requirements for the salaries of local elected officials. Do you agree or disagree?

1. Strongly Agree

2. Agree

3. Neither agree nor disagree

4. Disagree

5. Strongly disagree

Some have argued that each of the following measures would lead to more responsible local government. Please indicate your views below.

Definitely Would Not
Definitely Would Lead


Lead to More Responsible
to More Responsible


Local Government
Local Government


1
2
3
4
5
Q25 – Establishing stricter public disclosure requirements

Q26 – Enhancing citizen engagement

Q27 – Increasing state level oversight

Q28 – Maintaining ethical integrity

Q29 – Providing more professional training for administration

Several statewide policy proposals have recently been offered that may or may not impact your city/county. We are interested in your opinion. Please indicate whether you support or oppose each of the following.


Support
Oppose

Q30 – Eliminating term limits for elected officials

Q31 – Repealing the prohibition on using data from the California centralized teacher information database (CALTIDES) for teacher evaluation

Q32 – Restricting local governments from filing for bankruptcy unless they obtain prior approval from the California Debt and Investment Advisory Commission
Q33 – Restricting rental rate increases for mobile homes

Q34 – Making it illegal for a business to limit or prohibit the use of any language (English, Spanish, Chinese, etc.) unless that language restriction is justified by a business necessity

Q35 – Reforming the primary election process for congressional, statewide, and legislative races by allowing all voters to choose any candidates regardless of the candidate’s or voter’s political party and stipulating that the two candidates receiving the greatest number of votes will appear on the general election ballot regardless of party preference

Q36 – Repealing the ban on public funding of political campaigns

We are almost finished with the survey. We just have a few more questions. As a reminder, all of this information will remain  confidential and will only be reported as group data with no identifying information.

Q37 – How long have you been in your current elected position?

_____ years

Q38 – Are you interested in running for higher elected office in the future?

1. Yes

2. No

Q39 – Have you ever worked in any of the following employment sectors?

[CHOOSE ALL THAT APPLY]

1. Private sector 
[# of years _______]
2. Non-profit (non-governmental sector 
[# of years _______]

3. Public sector 
[# of years _______]

Q40 – In what year were you born?

1 9 __ __ 

Q41 – Are you a part-time elected official?

1. Yes

2. No

Q42 – How do you identify yourself?

[MARK ALL THAT APPLY]

1. White

2. African American/Black

3. Hispanic or Latino/a

4. Native American

5. Asian

6. Other

Q43 – Are you….

1. Male

2. Female

Q44 – In politics today, do you consider yourself to be a …..

1. Republican [PLEASE SKIP TO Q46]
2. Democrat [PLEASE SKIP TO Q46]
3. Decline to state

4. Other

Q45 – Do you current views lean toward the ……

1. Republican party

2. Democratic party

3. Decline to state

Q46 – Overall, would you describe your political views as ….

1. Very conservative

2. Conservative

3. Somewhat conservative

4. Moderate

5. Somewhat liberal

6. Liberal

7. Very Liberal

Q47 – What is the highest level of education you completed?

1. High school

2. Some College

3. Bachelors Degree

4. Professional Graduate Degree [PLEASE SPECIFY __________________]

5. Doctoral Degree

Q48 – What proportion of your total household income does your salary as an elected official contribute?
_______ %

Thank you very much for completing our survey. To learn more about the John and Judith Bedrosian Center on Governance and the Public Enterprise, please visit http://www.usc.edu/schools/sppd/bedrosian/.
